Black &White Photo grapher of the Year

From classic documentary, to immaculate
still life, to handcoloured prints, the
entries to this year's Black & White
Photographer of the Year competition
were as stunning as they were varied.

The next 24 pages reveal the winners...

WINNER
Zak Waters

Over the past few years, for two or three weeks at a time, Zak
Waters has traveled throughout the UK, photographing its
disappearing culture of pigeon fancying. The result is a set of
powerful images rooted in a classic 35mm photojournalistic style
that is seen all too rarely nowadays.

Raised in the northeast of England, although he now lives in
London, Zak saw this project as a way of returning to his roots.

‘| was raised in a mining village in Sunderland,” he explains.
‘And | always remember the “pigeon men” from then.’

Since its inception, however, the idea has expanded to take
him to pigeon clubs across the country. ‘On one occasion | just
turned up to a club in London - like | always do - and there was
nobody there,” he recalls. ‘And then it was like a scene from
Reservoir Dogs, with these old boys in suits and cloth caps
walking up the road - one of them using a Zimmer frame. And
this was in Vauxhall, right near the MI6 building!’ Like so many
of the clubs he has photographed, he has no idea whether it will
still exist a few years from now.

A passionate photographer who can talk for England, Zak has
a respect for his subjects that is exemplary. And he regularly finds
himself stopping interesting-looking people in the street to ask if
he can photograph them. ‘My seven-year-old son has started
doing the same thing!’ he laughs.
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LEFT Chelmsford. ‘Tony Lewis had had an industrial accident
where there had been some sort of chemical spillage, so he had
to have oxygen most of the time in order to breathe. The man
looking through the window is his helper, as people often partner
up to share costs, responsibilities etc’






